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          Council Chambers 
          Municipal Building 
          February 22, 2022 
 
The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, February 22, 2022, at 6:00 
P.M. after proper notice and agenda was posted, February 18, 2022, at 12:30 P.M. 
 
Rev. Scott Vandenheuvel, First Presbyterian Church, gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Council Roll Call was as follows: 
 
Attending: Weldon Smith, Cliff House, Randy Roden, Billy Jack Boatright, 

Kevin Beaty & John Browne 
Absent:    Cully Stevens  
Presiding:   John Browne, Mayor 
Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager; Sherri Swift, CFO; Jayme Clifton, 

Community Development Director; Stephanie Giacomo, Grants 
Administrator; John T. Hammons, City Attorney and Cora 
Middleton, City Clerk 

 
Swearing In Ceremony 
 
Judge Deborah Hackler administered the Oaths of Office to Justin Few, Ward Two Councilman 
and Randy Roden, Ward Four Councilman. 
 
Councilman Few expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to serve and looked forward to 
working with the other Councilmembers. 
 
Councilman Roden expressed his appreciation and also looked forward to working with the other 
Councilmembers. 
 
Selection of Vice-Mayor 
 
Mayor Browne nominated Councilman Smith as Vice-Mayor.  Councilman House seconded the 
nomination.  There were no other nominations, and Councilman Smith was selected as Vice-
Mayor.  
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Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their 
name and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 
 
There were no citizen comments. 
 
Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 
 
A. Approval of the Minutes from the February 8, 2022, Regular Meeting of the McAlester 

City Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 
B. Approval of Claims for February 09, 2022, through February 15, 2022. (Sherri Swift, 

Chief Financial Officer) In the following amounts: General Fund - $129,616.86; Parking 
Authority - $310.55; Nutrition - $4,758.83; Landfill Reserve/Sub-Title D - $276.00; 
Educational Fund - $51,548.22; Tourism Fund - $10,826.13; E-911 - $9,121.78; 
Economic Development - $56,786.20; Grants & Contributions - $1,825.77; CDBG 
Grants Fund - $82,575.83; Fleet Maintenance - $12,435.29; Worker’s Compensation - 
$1,750.00; CIP Fund - $23,055.81; Technology Fund - $376.97; Stormwater Fund - 
$26,537.95; Infrastructure Fund - $76,967.53; MRHC – Cancer Center Fund - 
$51,548.22; Sinking Fund - $2,472.84 and MPWA – DWSRF Projects - $66,775.00. 
 

C. Consider and act upon, indefinitely postponing Tort Claim Number 210854-1-BD, filed 
by Stipe Investment, LLC. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)  

 
D. Consider and act upon, to concur with Oklahoma Municipal Assurance Group (OMAG) 

recommendation to deny the Tort Claim No. 210852-1-ME, filed by Joe Brawley. (Cora 
Middleton, City Clerk) 

 
A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Boatright and seconded by 
Vice-Mayor Smith.  There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Smith, Few, House, Roden, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
Scheduled Business 
 
1. Discuss operations and accessibility of the City Hall.  (Weldon Smith, Council) 
Executive Summary 
Discussion Only. 
 
Vice-Mayor Smith addressed the Council explaining that his goal was to get operations at City 
Hall back to the level before the pandemic. 
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There was discussion concerning access to the utility office, codes and court, having to make 
appointments to see certain personnel, conducting business in the lobby, how other communities 
City Hall’s operated, citizens issues with the phone system, citizens ability to pay their utility bill 
without coming to City Hall, the police department no longer being located in City Hall, staff 
looking into a new phone system, new software that will increase citizen access, citizens signing 
in and going to the department they need, how the receptionist was helping citizens with their 
problems, the utility office no longer keeping large amounts of cash, the improvements in 
customer service that have been made, the process that is followed when working with a citizen, 
the process to open an account, what the City was currently paying for internet and phones and 
the companies they were getting quotes from, for those services, when the selection would be 
made for these services, and what services will be available through the Open Gov software. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
2. Discussion and possible action to request proposals from investment firms to administer 

the City of McAlester Investments. (Randy Roden, Council) 
Executive Summary 
Motion to request proposals from investment firms to administer the City of McAlester Investments.      
 
Councilman Roden addressed the Council explaining why this item was being considered.  He 
then asked why the City was using an out-of-town investment firm. 
 
There was discussion concerning what the investments were for, how the changes in the Charter 
had changed the way the City’s investments were handled, what investment firms in McAlester 
might be interested and able to handle the City’s investments, the Audit & Finance Advisory 
Committee’s review of the City’s investments and their satisfaction with the current investment 
manager, the investment policy that was required by the current investment manager, and his 
advice regarding payouts.    
 
When discussion concerning the hospital’s investments started, Mayor Browne stated that the 
Hospital’s investments were not on the agenda and should not be discussed. 
 
No action was taken on this item.   
 
1. Discussion of 340 W. Madison. (Randy Roden, Council) 
Executive Summary 
Discussion Only.   
 
Councilman Roden addressed the Council commenting that he had filed a complaint on 
September 28, 2021 regarding a house at 340 W. Madison.  He stated that a constituent had 
contacted him about this house stating that she was concerned with people coming and going 
from the house.  He added that another constituent informed him that their homeowners’ 
insurance was being cancelled because of the condition of this house and its’ proximity to their 
house. 
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Director Clifton informed the Council that she was aware of the property and it had been visited 
by the Code Enforcement officer and a building inspector.  She informed them that notices were 
sent for cleanup and to secure the property.  She informed the Council that the structure was 
found to be structurally sound and added that there were several burned structures in the area.  
She reviewed the process of abatement and condemnation and stated that the City had to follow 
due process. 
 
There was discussion concerning the condemnation of the old Holiday Inn Motel, the Code 
Enforcement Officer’s duties, the physical condition of the house, the owners of the house, the 
process of abatement, due process and property rights, the difference between a public nuisance 
and a private nuisance, the number of burnt structures in the City, a course that is available to the 
public for Code Enforcement education and the Council being cautious about they handle this 
kind of issue. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
8. Discussion and possible action to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign a commitment  

as a funding partner for the MRHC Foundation Campus Water Storage Tank Initiative. 
(Peter Stasiak, City Manager)  

Executive Summary 
Motion to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign a commitment as a funding partner for the MRHC Foundation 
Campus Water Storage Tank Initiative.  
 
Chris Plunkett, Executive Director MRHC Foundation addressed the Council congratulating the 
newly elected Councilmembers.  He reminded the Council of the winter storm of February 2021 
and the issues that the City had with its’ water supply system.  He stated that during that storm 
employees at the Hospital carrying buckets of water through the hallways to flush toilets and the 
possible need to evacuate the patients of the Hospital.  He explained the need of a water storage 
tank  that would furnish water to the Hospital and several other facilities in the area should the 
City face another storm like the one in February 2021. 
 
There was discussion regarding the City’s ability to contribute a quarter of the funds needed for 
the project, the other entities that would be involved in contributing to the project, this project 
addressing a safety concern, the City’s responsibility to furnish water to the citizens and 
businesses in the City, the Hospital having the funds to do the entire project, who would own the 
water storage tank, and how this storage tank could be isolated if needed. 
 
City Attorney Hammons clarified that the Oklahoma Constitution prohibits the City from 
donating funds to any other entity.  He stated that the appropriate motion would be for the City to 
earmark $300,000.00 for the project and allow the MRHC Foundation to raise the rest of the 
funds, then bring those funds to the City for the construction of the water storage tank. 
 
Vice-Mayor Smith moved to earmark $300,000.00 for the MRHC Campus water storage tank 
project.  The motion was seconded by Councilman House, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, House, Boatright, Beaty, Few & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  Councilman Roden 
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Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
4. Consider and act upon a resolution supporting an application to the TSET Unsolicited 

Funding Opportunity from the City of McAlester to build sidewalks along Strong 
Avenue.  (Stephanie Giacoma, Grants)  

Executive Summary 
Staff recommends approval of the resolution towards the Strong Avenue Sidewalk proposal. 
 
Grant Administrator Giacomo addressed the Council explaining the resolution was to support the 
application to the Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust (TSET) for a grant up to $350,000.00 
per year for two (2) years with a 1:1 match requirement for improvements to sidewalks in the 
City.  She commented that Strong Avenue connected many educational, residential, medical and 
recreational spaces that would benefit from the addition of sidewalks in that area. 
 
There was no discussion, and a motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 22-05, supporting the 
application of a grant to TSET was made by Councilman Smith.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Few, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Few, Roden, Boatright, Beaty, House & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
5. Discussion and possible action, on approval of certain costs related to the Fire 

Department. Funds to be used from the City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of 
the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services. (Brett Brewer, Fire Chief) 

Executive Summary 
Motion to approve the purchase of fire hose to be used on Fire Engines. Purchases to be made with funds from the 
City of McAlester’s Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services. 
 
Manager Stasiak addressed the Council explaining that this item had been pulled from the last 
agenda to receive updated information.  He stated that this was to purchase fire hose for the Fire 
Engines and would be paid for with the City’s Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter 
cent excise tax for fire services.  He add that it was staff’s recommendation to purchase the fire 
hose from Heartland Fire Trucks, LLC in an amount not to exceed $5,450.00 and the balance of 
the that fund was around $39,000.00. 
 
There was no discussion, and a motion to approve the purchase of fire hose from Heartland Fire 
Trucks, LLC in an amount not to exceed $5,450.00 using funds from the City of McAlester’s 
Fire Department’s portion of the county quarter cent excise tax for fire services was made by 
Councilman Boatright.  The motion was seconded by Councilman House, and the vote was taken 
as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, House, Beaty, Smith, Few, Roden & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None  
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Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
6. Discussion and possible action, on approval of an agreement for mutual aid between 

Oklahoma State Prison and Jackie Brannon Correctional Facility and City of McAlester 
Fire Department. (Brett Brewer, Fire Chief) 

Executive Summary 
Motion to approve the mutual aid agreement.  
 
Manager Stasiak addressed the Council explaining that the City had this type of agreement with 
many entities, stating that the City would help in case of a fire. 
 
There was no discussion, and a motion to approve an agreement for mutual aid between the 
Oklahoma State Prison and Jackie Brannon Correctional Facility and the City of McAlester Fire 
Department was made by Councilman Beaty.  The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Beaty, Boatright, Smith, Few, House, Roden & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 
 
7. Discussion on Monthly Financial update. (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 
Discussion Only. 
 
CFO Swift addressed the Council updating them on the City of McAlester’s financial status as of 
January, 2022 with 58.33% of the fiscal year completed.  She then reviewed the General and 
MPWA Funds revenues and expenditures commenting that both Funds were in good shape.  She 
explained that to begin the replenishment of the Emergency Fund, the City was going to transfer 
$450,000.00 from the General Fund and $150,000.00 from the MPWA Fund.  She stated that 
another transfer would be made later this year.  She added that Manager Stasiak had addressed 
this in his Mid-Year Budget review.   
 
CFO Swift reviewed the City’s Sales and Use Tax receipts commenting that both revenues were 
doing very well.  She reviewed the MPWA water sales and the Hotel/Motel Tax receipts stating 
that all was doing very well.  She added that a portion of the Water Districts would start going 
toward the repayment of the $32 million loan for the water infrastructure improvements.  She 
finished her update with a review of the Treasury Report explaining that this furnished the City’s 
cash on hand.  She stated that the balance of the Emergency Fund did not reflect any of the 
transfers. 
 
Mayor Browne commented that in the next fiscal year’s budget a substantial amount would have 
to be put into the Emergency Fund. 
 
There was a brief discussion concerning where the receipts from the Hotel/Motel Tax were put 
and what the ballot language was when the increase had been approved. 
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No action was taken on this item. 
 
New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 
accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 
 
There was no new business. 
 
City Manager’s Report 
• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 
 
Manager Stasiak reported that a representative from the Oklahoma Water Resources Board 
(OWRB) was at City Hall to review the requirements of the loan.  He stated that the City would 
begin collecting the sales tax on April 1, 2022 and the first payment to OWRB would be due 
September 1, 2022.  He commented of the forecasted storm and stated that the City was 
preparing for the weather.  He stated that the generators at the various facilities were ready to go 
and PSO was bringing in crews. 
 
Attorney Hammons addressed the Council informing them of Senate Bill 1495 that would 
eliminate the State of Oklahoma’s sales tax on groceries.  He stated that he would continue to 
watch that process.  He informed them of a lawsuit that had been filed in Federal Court in 
Muskogee claiming that State income tax was unconstitutional in reference to Indians. 
 
Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 
 
The Council did not have any comments or inquiries for the evening. 
 
Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 
 
Mayor Browne informed the Council that he had attended the Afro Student Union homage to 
Councilman James Brown and it was a very nice event.  He then urged citizens to stay home 
during the storm unless they had to get out. 
 
Recess Council Meeting 
 
Vice-Mayor Smith moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Roden, Beaty, Few, House & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 8:05 P.M. 
 
Reconvene Council Meeting 
 
The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 8:05 P.M. 



February 22, 2022                Regular Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 8 of 8 

 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Few moved for the 
meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman House. 
 
There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Few, House, Smith, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 P.M. 
 
 

                    __________________________ 
ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 
 
 
____________________________    
Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


